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34. ks 299,
Long before Walt Whitman wrote Leaves of Grass, poets had

addressed themselves to fame. Horace, Petrarch, Shakespeare, Milton,
and Keats all hoped that poetic greatness would grant them a kind of
earthly immortality. Whitman held a similar faith that for centuries the
world would value his poems. But to this ancient desire to live forever
on the page, he added a new sense of fame. Readers would not simply
attend to the poet’s work; they would be attracted to the greatness of
his personality. They would see in his poems a vibrant cultural
performance, an individual springing from the book with tremendous
charisma and appeal. Out of the political rallies and electoral parades
that marked Jacksonian America, Whitman defined poetic fame in
relation to the crowd. Other poets might look for their inspiration from
the goddess of poetry. Whitman’'s poet sought ;
In the instability of American democracy, fame would be dependent on
celebrity, on the degree to which the people rejoiced in the poet and
his work. [37]
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35. Hers 1%
Mathematics will attract those it can attract, but it will do nothing to

overcome resistance to science. Science is universal in principle but in
practice it speaks to very few. Mathematics may be considered a
communication skill of the highest type, frictionless so to speak; and
at the opposite pole from mathematics, the fruits of science show the
practical benefits of science without the use of words. But those
fruits are ambivalent. Science as science does not speak; ideally, all
scientific concepts are mathematized when scientists communicate
with one another, and when science displays its products to non-
scientists it need not, and indeed is not able to, resort to
salesmanship. When science speaks to others, it is no longer science,
and the scientist becomes or has to hire a publicist who dilutes the
exactness of mathematics. In doing so, the scientist reverses his drive
toward mathematical exactness in favor of rhetorical vagueness and
metaphor, thus

(@ degrading his ability to use the scientific language needed for
good salesmanship

(2 surmounting the barrier to science by associating science with
mathematics

3 Inevitably making others who are unskillful in mathematics
hostile to science

@ neglecting his duty of bridging the gap between science and the
public

(5 violating the code of intellectual conduct that defines him as a
scientist



