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Most of the words we use and the meanings we think about are a
combination of simpler ideas.

(A) Some of them are specialized for sitting at certain high places, like
bar stools. If you learned about a culture in which a certain type of
chair was used only for the purpose of sitting while waiting for a bus,
you might think this is odd but would have no difficulty
understanding it.

(B) Consider a chair. Before you can have an idea of a chair, you need
to understand that there exist in the world certain functional objects.
Some of these objects support human activity, in this case, sitting.

(C) The combination of the concepts chair and waiting for bus allows
you to create the new complex concept chair used while waiting for
bus. But the basic concept of chair is built out of the simpler ideas
that we take for granted: object, furniture, sitting.
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Even so, it is not the money per se that is valuable, but the fact that
it can potentially yield more positive experiences.

Money — beyond the bare minimum necessary for food and shelter
— is nothing more than a means to an end. Yet so often we confuse
means with ends, and sacrifice happiness (end) for money (means). It
is easy to do this when material wealth is elevated to the position of
the ultimate end, as it so often is in our society. (@ ) This is not to
say that the accumulation and production of material wealth is in
itself wrong. ( @ ) Material prosperity can help individuals, as well as
society, attain higher levels of happiness. ( 3 ) Financial security can
liberate us from work we do not find meaningful and from having to
worry about the next paycheck. ( @) ) Moreover, the desire to make
money can challenge and inspire us. ( (5 ) Material wealth in and of
itself does not necessarily generate meaning or lead to emotional
wealth. [38]
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Not until the rise of ecology at the beginning of the twentieth
century did people begin to think seriously of land as a natural
system with interconnecting parts. @ A century earlier, Thomas
Jefferson had vigorously promoted an orderly division of the
American land, beginning with the Northwest Territory. @
Surveyors were sent forth to draw rectangular grids on the land,
dividing the wilds into counties, townships, and ultimately
homesteads, with little concern for terrain or other natural
features. 3 They adopted the environmentally friendly system
even though they did not see a profit in it. @ That system had
its virtues, but in time ecology made the lines appear artificial.
(B As some observers would come to see it, the rectangular grid
system caused as much harm as it did good.



